Openn Forum  on Agricultiral
Biotechnology  (OFAR)  Migeria

Chapter has recorded a huge success
1 building the  capacity  of
stakeholders sifice ifs  #iception in
April 2009 In order to contmue s
advocacy campaign  and  capacity
tuiddig sessions o include vulnerable

the wulnerable groups OAfommen atd -

Children), it has extended its special
585510115 10 secondary schools.

OFAB 15 a umique plafonm, which
brifgs together all stakeholders of
Aaricultural Biotechnology 1o
exchange informarion and share thei
views: o the application of the
technology  whie respecting  one
another’s  wiew with the aim  of
providing evidenice-based mfonmation
to  promote #5 adoption and
domesticarion i Africa,

Students play a Key role i1 the society
and are prrotal to the adoption of
technology especially, as they are
tomotrow’s future leaders  Special
sessions were held at Bedeemmers
Private ochool, Lugbe, Abua and
Federal Gowvermment Gils College,
Brarari, Abuja

targeted the Students particularly
gitls who tend to be excluded from
adwvaniced career opportunites. The
students were mmtroduced to the
basic  sctentific  principles  of
biotechnol oy, bioethics, the variety
of careers options i binsciences, as
well as  the comumercial  and
requlatory  characteristics  of  the
biosciences. The session gave the
students a basic understandmg of
biotechnol ogy, the Career
opportunifries  available and the
itnpact & makes on society.




OFAB GOES TO SCHOQLS

Students from a secondary school in Nigeria want careers in the
field of Biotechnol ogy

About 50% of the students from a
random survey want a career m the
field of Biotechnology and enquired
about educational grants available to
them. They also want basic

biotechnology to be included m their
science cutriculum. They queried the

hindrances in the domestication of
biotechnology and want to be young

advocates for
promotion.

biotechnology

The teachers also wart
biotechnology to be included m the
school cumriculum  and  trainmg
gwmng to them The principal of the
school appealed to OFAB to take its
sessions  to  all the Federal
Government Colleges mn Nigeria.
she said, “Educating the children
on biotechnology would also lead
to children educating their parents
and thet entire families.

Lets promote biotechnology

 through the eyes of children.......




MIGERIA'S IMPACT STORY 2
OFAB MIGERIA BUILD 5 AWD 5T REWNGTHENS PART WER SHIPS WITH

5T AKEHOLDER 5

OFADB Njg lia fau]ﬂmrs a twu-day
stakeholders meeting with Mormsarmo Inc.

The Open Forum on Agneultural Biotechnology has
the set objectve of Forging stratemie alliances for
synergy  and
through convening and encovraging inter-ins htutonal
netwrorking and knowledeze shanng in the agricultural
In Z013, key strategic sessions
vware hald to foster alliances. This inecluded a taro-davy
stakeholder meeting in collaboraton with Dlonsanto
Ine. with representmtves from the Fegolatony Office,
the Dlational Apriculral Seed Covned of IMigenia,
Mational Office for Technology Acquisition and
FPromotion (MIOTAP), Agrenltural Fezsearch Covneil
of Migeria (ARCI), Consumer Protection Couned of
Pligeria [CPC), Seed companies, and Ninistoy of
Arpiculture & Fural Developmentin INavember 2013

The ocutcome of the meeting brought on board new
partnerships & Strategic Alliances with Monsanto Ine.
and the Govermment Insttufions. A follow-up high-
Leovel Stakeholder Meeting was held in Februacy 2014
with the Legslators, Dinstries of Agriculsre and

Enviromument. The outeome of the meetings ineluded

craating optsnization of resources

botechnology space.
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More parmerships...

Foesolve to prowade infrastoemral
development and capacity budding
(especially for farmers) needed to
domesticate hiotechnology.  The
Lemslators  (Senate  Committes
Chairmen on Agricultwre,
and Technology and the Deputy
Chairman, Hovze Committes on
FPrivatizaton, Honovrable Abont
pladzed to the speady
raviewr and passage of the Bios afety
Eill o pawe way for biotechnolo gy

Leiefiee

afls ufa

dotestication.

DF AR also hosted a session at the
Fedaral Mlimustoy of Seience and
Tachnology, Abuja to enlighten the
Mlimiztry on OFAB actiwties, al=o
the unperatives of Biotechnology
and the lack of resovrces available
to prosnote the technology The
Permanent Secretary in fesponise
pledzed to adwocate for more funds
to spomsor OFAB actwities and
promots biotech, Fesearch.
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Itadan Seszion -Sonh West
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OFAB- Endorsed by the
Matoml Productivity Centre...

DFAE Iigeria Chapter strengthened ifs
rollaboration writh tha INational

Productraty Coentre by co-hosting an
F AR The  DMational

productiaty Centre 15 the Competent
anthority charged with the responsibility

£a5sindl.

of promonng prodoctivite, Hnprowamment

and cons ciovsness in all sectors of the sconomy. It
has endorsed agricultural biotechnology has a key

tool required to boost the Digenian economy
It 1z facilitating follow-up

through Agniculture.

cessiofls to frain farmers.

OFAB Nigeria

Saengthened partnerships with
Instinutions and Govermment

DFAE DMigenia Chapter co-hosted an OFAE
sessionn with the IMNanonal Cereals research
Instutnte  (MCEI), Badeggi- DMiger State in
Dacammber 2013 with the Loy objective to
promote biotech research i the

Institate, The Commsndssioner for Seienee and

artivities
Technology who represented the Governor

pledzged the donation of land and resources to
confined field tmals of

coffnitiment to

support  irmediate
biotech
biotechnology 15 dosmesteated in DMigeria.
simdarly, the Kogt St Government also
pladged i the IMational
Biotechnologpy Development Ageney through
is resoures centre in the State to promote
Arpieultural Biotechnology This 15 10 line with
other State govermments [Oyo state, Edo state
Fombe State, Imo, and Kamina States)wrho are
partnering  with OFAB to promote Agnie-
biotech.

State Hepresesdatrres

erops  and afs1Le

support  for

of fBrmer bHons

fclhding women frmers) at the Sessions
expressed keenn mmterest to partmer wiith
NABDA to ensume they have mmmediate
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Migeria's Imp act Btory 3
OFAR NIGERIA BUILDE CAPACITY OF STAKEHOLDERS
. Referred to ag the mosgt gignificant source of Information

+ "OFAE rordmares 1o provide 2 verdhle
platiorns for ladarg NABDA vl fhe oedside
warld Iy cormrer fray 211 L s e lndders
Py scally ard beyord the usal rieboric of
epezirizis - well dore !

Sedeimnan Sodz g, &0 g ulivrsiposied
ot ced ook

Most Significant Source of Information cn
Biotechnology
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OFAE continues to bumld the capaaty of
stakkeholders by prowviding and uthsing its
networlang sklls to souwrce for accurate
information, which transcends down to
stakkeholders. It hosted a session 1n May
2013 to launch the Intermatonal Service
for the Acquisibon of Agne-biotech
Applications (ISAAA) 2012 report. ISAAR

15 a not-for-profit intermatonal
organmization that shares the benefits of
crop biotechnology to various

stakkeholders, particularly resource-poor
farmers in developing countrnies, through

Imowledge sharing i1mtiatwves and the
transfer and delwvery of propnetary

biotechnolo gy applications. Its re port

OFAE Nigenia in 2013 co-hosted a speaal
session with the Sheda Science and
Technology Complex (SHETSCO) to buwld
the capacity oflocal wro men farmers on the
potentials of Agricultural biotechnology to
Increase wyield armudst chmate change
challenges. The lectures were delivered in
Hausa (the major MNigenan language
spoken by the women) by the OFAEB
MNigeria Coordinator and the Guest
Speaker, malking it easierfor the farmers to
comprehend. The women were pleased to
learn ho pe was available to re-instate thewr
source of lhwvellhood. They quenied theiwr
Local Government Chairman present on
why biotech. seeds were not available to
them. They further pleaded wnth all partes
do theiwr best to ensure biotech. seeds are
made awvailable to them. They thanked
OFAE for bringing hope to them.

provides stakeholders writh glo bal
andwell-research information on

Agn-biotechto enable them make
informed d ecisions.
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NIGERIA'S IMPACT STORY 4:
OFAB NIGERIA REVYAMPS THE OIL PALM INDUSTRY
Hosted aspecial session with the National Institute Fox Oil-Palm Research (NIFOR,
Benin, South Southem Nigeria)

Nigeria has fallen from being a net exporter of oil
palm in the 19%60s to being an importer to cope
with its increasing demand. The collapse in the
oil palm sector transcends to the loss of jobs for
poor producers and tens of thousands of poor

processors whose families are dependent on this
source of livelihood.

The ED/CEO of National Institute For Oil-palm
Research (NIFOR) identified one of the key
challenges facing the oil palm sector growth is
the presence of wild growve in the production
system, which comprises of low yielding

@h’eve that this new 'oechnolog}\

would be an appropriate tool to
explore the challenges of food
secunty and nitigate the issue of
¢limate change in the country™ -
HE, Avdullahi Fae kari, Depretyt
GremoKatzinaState
“ Agricultral biotes hnology is now
the futwe technology to overx cme
drought, poor soil nutrient, pest and
disezse infection cansed bychanges
in the global errirorument and
¢ limate change "-
HE, Thaarda]azm Rid @no,
Depidy Goernor Gone Stde

No doubt, your welentless s truggle in
his directionis a tes timony to yowr

onunitmert to the need to protect our
rorirorunent and ensure that the welfard
safety of owr people are not
ompromised”. -
E, Ax istect Avwo o, Deprdy G oernoy
Koz S

Biotechnology has the strong
potential to forestall this challenge

through the application of tissue
culture  techniques  for  the
commercial production of high
vielding clones produced through
modern biotech Techniques.

It was to this note; OFAEB Nigeria
took its platform to Benin the Edo
State Capital in the south-south

waristiss”

Iigeria-



Oil-palm fammers expre

Key Stakeholders including the
Commissioner  for Agriculture, the
Commissioner for Communication, Head of
the State Farmers Association, and
researchers all attended his forum.

The DG/CEO NAEDA in his address
appealed to the State Govemment to fund
and support biotech. activities, which
would alleviate the problems farmers, face
rather than fund schemes with no clear
vision on how end the plight of farmers.

The Representative of the Edo State
Gowernor, The Commissioner of Agriculture
applauded OFAB for bringing the
enlightenment to the State. He expressed
interest to partner with NIFOR to achieve
the states roadmap of ensuring Edo state is
one of the richest in the country through oil
palm production.

The Head of
" the oil-palm
growers in
the Benin
Kingdom
(left)al=o
expressed
gratitude to

i . OFAE for the
1

enlightenment campaign and requested in
addition to the high yielding wvarieties,
research on herbicide and pest resistant
wvarieties should also be carried out to
imErove the farmers income

ss gratitude to OF AB

e L —
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“‘Edo stateswouwld be one of the
richest states i the Country in 10-15

years thanks to OFAB"-
Coronizsioney for Agricultioe- EdoStde
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Contact: Open Forum on Agricultural Biotechnology in Africa (Nigeria Chapter)
Website: www.ofabnigeria.com. Email: ofabnigeria@gmail.com., roxydado@yahoo.com.
Tel: 08134142051. Facebook: www.facebook.com/ofabnigeria. Twitter: @ofabnigeria. Linkedin: ofabnigeria




